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Safe Routes is a Solution

Safe Routes to School 
programs make it safe, 
convenient and fun for 
children to walk and bike to 
school.



Safe Routes to School History

1970s First SRTS program in Odense, Denmark

1990s Sustrans develops SRTS programs in England, and 
programs begin in Australia and Canada

1997 First Walk to School Day in Chicago

Transportation Alternatives in NY develops 
the first US program

1998 Safe Ways to School begins in Florida

1999 California passes first state legislation for SRTS, 
providing $22 million/year for capital improvements

California Department of Health Services initiates a 

call for applications for ten $25,000 programs



NHTSA Pilot Programs

In 2000, Congressman Oberstar (D-MN) 

worked with the NHTSA to develop two 

Safe Routes to School Pilot programs 

ÅMarin County, CA

ÅArlington, MA



SAFETEA-LU

SAFETEA-LU, was signed into law on 

August 10, 2005. 

Å$286.5 billion over the next five years 

Å$4.5 billion of these funds for walking and 

bicycling



The Federal SRTS Program

Å$612 million for 
SRTS

ÅA minimum of 
$1 million per year 
for each state



Requirements for States

ÅAppoint a full time SRTS Coordinator

ÅSpend 10ï30% each year on 

non-infrastructure activities and 70ï90% 

on infrastructure activities 

ÅDocument their expenditures



Federal Program Details

ÅFunding can go to elementary and middle 

school programs.

ÅInfrastructure projects must be within two 

miles of a school.


