
Safe Routes to School 

A Tool for Bicycling and Walking

Joan Brucha

Colorado Physical Activity and 

Nutrition Program
August, 2006



I kept waiting for the normal rush 
of cars in front of the school and 
they never came! I've never seen 
the bike rack so full.

Walk Coordinator, Franklin Elementary
Alameda, California



Transportation Reauthorization 

Bill (Section 1404 SAFETEA-LU)

ÅCreated new Federally-assisted $612 
million program, spread over 5 years and 
51 DOTs.

ÅThree main requirements of law:

ïImplement SRTS program nationwide

ïCreate Clearinghouse

ïEstablish Task Force



How are Funds Distributed?

ÅApportionments based on 

school enrollments in 

elementary and middle 

schools.

ÅNo State shall receive 

less than $1 million per 

year.

ÅFHWA receives $3 million 

per year to run program.





Program Implementation

ÅTwo funding categories: 

ï Infrastructure Projects 

ïNon-Infrastructure Projects

ÅState DOT encouraged to establish 

competitive application process.

ÅEligible grant recipients include:

ïState, local and regional agencies and non-profits.



Bicycle Colorado Program Logo



Eligible Projects:  Infrastructure 

(70 ï90% of funds)
ÅMust be within 2 miles 

of school (K-8)

ÅPlanning, design and 
construction

ÅExtensive list of 
eligible projects in 
Guidance

ÅGuidance also 
addresses ineligible
uses



Eligible Infrastructure Projects

ÅSidewalk 
improvements.

ÅTraffic calming and 
speed reduction 
measures.

ÅPed/bike crossing 
improvements.

ÅOn-street bike facilities.

ÅOff-street ped/bike 
facilities.

ÅBike parking facilities.

ÅTraffic diversion 
improvements.





Eligible Activities:  

Non-Infrastructure (10 ï30% funds)
ÅEducation, 

Encouragement and 

Enforcement 

Programs

ÅFurther specifics in 

Guidance



Eligible Non-Infrastructure Activities

ÅPublic awareness 
campaigns.

ÅOutreach to press and 
community leaders.

ÅTraffic education and 
enforcement. 

ÅStudent sessions on 
ped/bike safety, health, 
and environment.

ÅFunding for training, 
volunteers, and 
managers of SRTS 
Programs.



Opportunity for better mobility.



Safe Routes Advisory Committee

ÅBicyclists

ÅPedestrians

ÅTeachers

ÅParents

ÅLaw Enforcement

ÅMetropolitan Planning Organizations

ÅTransportation Planning Regions



Whatôs the Process for Projects?


